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Nevada is supposedly one of those states with a smart meter 'opt out'

policy. On the ground, however, the reality is a little different.

Mona Orkoulas lives in the mountains outside Las Vegas, Nevada, where

she works in real estate. Like many Americans she has been impacted by

the downturn in the economy and is struggling to make ends meet. Mona

was born in the US and raised by an Egyptian/ Greek family. She has

always paid her bills on time, and makes protecting her health a priority.

For years Mona worked on humanitarian projects in the Middle East:

drilling wells, and providing drinkable water and renewable power to

remote villages. So she is familiar with the need for safe, reliable public

services. Now, it turns out that she may need some humanitarian

assistance herself- not in the developing world but right outside Las

Vegas, Nevada, USA.

The story starts when Nevada Energy (NVE) installed a 'smart' meter on

Mona's bedroom wall in January without permission, or even so much as

a few days' notice.

Mona reports that she does not have any prior history of medical issues.

Shortly after NV Energy installed the smart meter, she started noticing

an increase in her heart rate first thing in the morning and an elevated

blood pressure. She felt fatigued, and started having headaches. A low

grinding sound had started when the meter was installed and this made

it difficult for Mona to sleep, or even be in her own home during the day.
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