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Thierry Mugler “Angel” 0 (No Stars)

 

A Story of Two No-Stars in 

Two Parts: Part II (Read Part I 

HERE)

 

I was talking about the 

difficulties in imparting useful 

information in perfume.

 

If esoteric flower and spice 

notes are out of reach for the amateur sniffer, it does seem 

to me that the one set of scent guidelines we can all agree on 

is food. After all, we all know food. We’ve all eaten it, we’ve 

all smelled it. Most of us won’t know what “oppotomax” 

smells like in our lifetimes, but at least we can agree on 

cinnamon. 

 

But even when it comes to food scents (known as “gourmand” 

fragrances, which refers to candy, chocolate, nuts, flour and 

cereals, coffee, honey, booze, and so on), great noses, it 

seems can disagree, or come up with wildly different 

interpretations of the same perfume. 

 

How about Thierry Mugler’s “Angel,” which 

theperfumedcourt.com explains thusly: “This sweet Oriental 

vanilla fragrance has top notes of fruits, dewberry, and 

honey; middles notes of chocolate, caramel, and coumarin 

[the smell of sweet hay]; and base notes of vanilla, 

sandalwood and patchouli.” 
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So is that what "Angel" smells like, an obvious gourmand 

fragrance, with chocolate, vanilla, fruits, candies, spices, 

woods? I suppose, in a sense, it does. 

 

Here is how Chandler Burr, who adores “Angel,” describes it 

in “The Perfect Scent”: 

“The secret of Angel’s formula is a juxtaposition of two 

diabetic-shock-inducing sweet scents, marzipan… and 

cotton candy… Alone, this would be a tooth-rotting 

confection but Cresp [the perfumer] threw in a huge 

dose of natural patchouli, a grasslike plant grown 

principally in Indonesia, and its strange strong 

green/organic smell cuts through and freezes the 

sweetness (p. 159.)”

So this is how Burr would have you understand “Angel”: 

cotton candy, almond paste, and patchouli. No chocolate, no 

fruits. And despite the slightly scary warning words, 

(“diabetic-shock inducing,” “tooth-rotting,”) not too sweet, 

and wonderful, simply wonderful. 

 

However, when Yves de Chiris, a key artistic consultant for 

“Angel,” talks about the patchouli element, he calls it 

“crushed ice in Grand Marnier.” This makes it sound cool, 

refined, classy, citrusy, and above all, if it is a gourmandy 

scent, then a grown-up one, not defined by the smells of 

childhood excess. 

 

Let me tell you what I smell when I smell “Angel.” It is the 

scent of bees, of a swarm of tiny, little, sugar bees. But they 

are angry, because they’ve come back to their hive and found 

their hard-earned honey missing. It has been replaced with 

an artificially-flavored orange syrup. The bee-keeper is trying 

to calm them down for the mean trick he’s played, swapping 

out nice honey for nasty sticky hell-paste. He wafts a smoke-

pot over them—that’s supposed to soothe them, but the 

smoke is incense laced with angel dust. (What’s in a name?)

 

LCN Glossary

P E R F U M E  S A M P L E S  T O  T R A D E

List of Samples to Trade

S E A R C H  T H I S  B L O G

Search

powered by

T H I N G S  I  L I K E  T O  S M E L L  L I K E

cinnamon, amber, sandalwood, 

citrus rind, saffron, woods, 

musk, cardamom, clove, 

jasmine, orange blossom, 

vanilla, frankincense, truffles, 

beeswax, flour, figs, wisteria, 

smoke, powder, earth, 

osmanthus, ambergris, 

bergamot

T H I N G S  I  L I K E  T O  S M E L L  ( B U T  

N O T  W E A R )

fruit, roses, tea, coconut, 

chocolate, coffee, caramel, 

lavender, cucumber, basil, 

lemon, booze, mint

T H I N G S  I  D O  N O T  L I K E  T O  

S M E L L

cotton candy, peony, narcissus, 

carnation, iris/orris butter, 

freesia, lily, anise, banana, 

detergent

�

Page 2 of 9The Left Coast Nose: Thierry Mugler “Angel” 0 (No Stars)

1/9/2010http://www.leftcoastnose.com/2009/10/thierry-mugler-angel-0-no-stars.html



 

The bees grow even more agitated; they’re having lurid, 

violent hallucinations. The bee-keeper can’t control them, 

they are everywhere, swarming faster and faster- he reaches 

for a box of insecticide. But the nightmare is never ending—

it’s hot powdered sugar spiked with rabies he’s sprinkling on 

them. The bees begin frothing at their tiny, rage-filled 

mouths. 

 

“Angel” is the scent of powdered sugar, the inside of an 

aluminum orange soda can, patchouli, and raving rabid 

homicidal bee froth. It is the fragrance the Four Horsemen of 

the Apocalypse would wear if the Four Horsemen were War, 

Pestilence, Death, and Tooth Decay. It is the scent of a 

terrible emergency, and no one should ever smell it.

 

 

Is there anything “right” you can say about perfume? “Angel” 

is one of the best-selling perfumes of all time.

 

 

For more commentary on Thierry Mugler and image 

credits, click HERE.
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